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Your feelings often fool you about insects. Whether an insect "gives you 
reeps" is no guide to whether that insect is harmful or helpful. Very often 
ings don't tally with facts. Take the case of the spider and the fly, for ex- 
You may shudder when you come on a big spider in your house, yet pay no 
en at all to flics buzzing in the kitchen. But your feelings ought to be 

i the other way round. For most spiders are helpful rather than harmful. Most 
rs that get into the house couldn't bite through human skin if they wanted to, 
they do catch many insect pests. On the other hand, the housefly is always a 
ger to the health of your family. 

The entomologists have the facts about the diseases the housefly can carry, 
alarming filthy facts they are. Beside typhoid fever this common insect carries 
complaint, dysentery, cholera, tuberculosis, anthrax, leprosy, intestinal 

7 a serious eye disease--trachoma, and pink eye. 

7 The life history of the fly is far from a dainty story, but you will want to 
.* if you are interested in keeping your fanily well this summer. 

The hovse fly lays its tiny white eggs in masses of decaying matter such as 
e or garbage. Each female fly may lay anywhere from a thousand to 2 thousand 
. Those eggs hatch in a day or 2 into larvae or maggots. The maggots take 
B3to7 days to get their growth, Then they become creamy white and about half 
ch long. They crawl to the edge of the manure or garbage, and then burrow in- 


S0il or other sheltered place for their resting stage. This resting stage 
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flies.spend the winter in this stage, but down south where the weather is 


they go on breeding winter and summer. In warm weather the resting stage of 
ly is only a few days. In winter it may be weeks or months. Then the adult 
pushing out of its shelter, spreads its wings, and is ready for its 

r of annoyer and disease carrier. The flies mate and the female is ready to 
wes in from 3 to 20 days after it comes out. It may lay as many as 2 thousand 
during its short lifetime of from 2 to l2 weeks. 

Entomologists in Washington, D. C., say flies may go through as many as 9 


rations a year. Farther north the generations are fewer and farther south 


one question about flies that many people ask is whether the flies grow. 
entomologists say the adult fly does not grow. When the fly comes out fron 
resting stage it has its full growth. 

You may wonder exactly how flies carry disease. Well, the fly picks up 
pon its hairy legs and feet and also takes in germs with its food. Germs 
aa time in the digestive tract of the fly and then may drop on food, or 

ss, or silver wherever the fly happens to light. 

You can see now why the entomologists have made considerable study of the 
ays to control flies. Any insect as much of a menace to health as this needs 
Cient methods of control. If you live on a farm, the fly problem is more 

IS probably than if you live in a city. In many of our modern cities today 
are SO scarce they are hardly a problem at all. With proper garbage collec- 
an¢ Sanitary control, flies have nowhere to breed. But on the farm, where 

3s offers a favorable breeding place, flies often overrun houses and barns. 
The entomologists have developed simple inexpensive ways of treating manure 


1 the Maggots and also ways of treating stables to keep down the flies. 
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}one of the best materials for killing the maggots. You'll find directions 
ating manure and stables in a free leaflet published by the Department of 


jure, Washington, D. C. The leaflet is called "Housefly Control." 


are the greatest help. Be sure your screen doors are put on so they'll 

ut. If they swing in, the flies gathered on the outside will come in whenever 
en the door. In damp climates copper or bronze screens will pay in the long 
ause they don't rust. In dry clinates galvanized iron or painted screcns 
tisfactory. One more point about screens: If you buy screens having 16 

to the inch, they'll keep out not only flies but smaller insects. 

‘The entomologists suggest other helps in the fight against the fly. A good 
ap will catch great numbers of flies if you set it outdoors on the sunny side 


Wilding away from the wind where flies naturally collect. Indoors the good 


jable flypaper and fly poisons and swatters will destroy the occasional 


a doors waiting to get in. You can also use sprays effectively inside when 
wea roomful of flies. Fill the air with a good thick mist of the spray. 
close up the room for half an hour. You'll find most of the flies dead when 
pen the door again. 

This is just a bare outline of the way to deal with flics. If you want the 


te directions for fighting the fly, indoors or out, send a postcard for that 
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